
1. Or ientation Night
Hosts: Dave & Donna Hoover 
Date: Monday, January 10, 2011
Location: Sunshine Center, Langer Hall, 330 
Fifth Street North
Guests &   Speakers: Former Mayor Rick Baker 

CONA Leadership History, CONA President 
Will Michaels, CONA Leadership Chair Ingrid 
Comberg, City Councilmen Bill Dudley & 

Wengay (Newt) Newton
Overview: Group assignments and handbook;  
meet your mentors and each other. 
2.  Effective Meetings
Mentors: Todd Herring & Wayne Jackson
Date: Monday, January 31, 2011
Location: Edward White Hospital Auditorium
2299 9th Ave North (one building east of EW)
Speakers:  Ingrid Comberg, Attorney Robert 

(Rob) Eschenfelder, Carolyn Quintin, 
President/Owner, Quintin and Associates
Overview:  Focus on getting the most out of 
your association meetings, review RobertÕs Rules 
of Order; get tips on group discussions, votes, 

procedures and more. 
3. City Government
Mentors:  Aaron & Tonilyn Sharpe 
Date: Monday, February 14, 2011
Location: City Hall, 175 Fifth Street North
Speakers: Mayor Bill Foster, City Administrator 
Tish Elston, City Councilman Karl Nurse
Overview: Meet the people who make our city 
government work.  After introductions, we go 
into break out groups for discussions with each 
of the speakers.
4. Our Diverse Community
Mentors: Velma (Vel) Thompson & Ed Van  

Date:  Monday, February 28, 2011
Location: The New Dali Museum, 5th Ave & 
Bay Shore Drive SE
Speakers: Jim Jackson-GLBT, Rabbi Alter Korf, 
Chabad Jewish Center, Erica Lopez-Hispanic 
Comm., Sheila Lopez-Catholic Charities/Pinellas 
HOPE, Bun Hap Prak - Asian Comm., Askia 
Muhammad Aquil - Black/Muslim Comm.
Overview: This is a panel representing many of 

the diverse communities in our city.  Discussion 

will follow introductory statements.

9. City Services
Mentor :  Steve Sirulnick
Date:  Monday, April 25, 2011
Location:  West St. Petersburg Community 
Library
6700 8th Avenue North (off 66th Ave. N.)
Speakers:  
Leisure & Community Services Administrator  
Clarence Scott III, Codes Compliance Director - 
Gary Bush, Police Dept. Computer Resources 

Manager Dr. Gene Webb, Public Service 
Representative (PSR) Debbie Larson, Business 
Crime Prevention Officer Chip Wells 

Overview:  The City provides a wide variety of 

services to residents.  The speakers will explain 
their missions and tlearn what services are 

available how to access them.  This is a Òmust 
haveÓ course for building or rebuilding strong, 
attractive, well-functioning neighborhoods.  

10. Quasi-Judicial Hear ings
Mentor : Cathy Wilson 
Date:  TUESDAY, May 10, 2011
Location: City Hall Council Chambers, 175 
Fifth Street North
Speakers:  City Officials To Be Announced
Overview: How do the City’s Boards and 

Commissions work?  What happens when you 
must appear before one?  Dissect an actual case 
from the Board of Adjustments and make 
arguments before the panel of speakers.  See 
what it takes to win one for your neighborhood! 

Learn how to prepare an effective presentation 
for a quasi-judicial hearing.

11. Graduation Dinner
Mentor :  Theresa McEachern
Hosts:  Dave and Donna Hoover
Committee Chair :  Ingrid Comberg

Date:  THURSDAY, May 19, 2011 

Location: The Palladium, 253 - 5th Avenue 
North
Time:  6:30-9 p.m.-Reception, Dinner, Program
Overview: Celebrate the completion of your 
CONA Leadership Program at the historic 
Palladium.  Our guest speaker will surprise and 
delight you!  Graduation certificates and CONA 
Leadership pins will be presented to each 
student.

 5. Crime & Neighborhoods

Mentors:  Jay Marshall & Jenn Ryerson 
Date:  Monday, March 14, 2011
Location: St. Petersburg Police Department, 
1300 First Avenue North
Speakers:  Police Chief Chuck Harmon, State 
Attorney Bernie McCabe, Sgt. Tim Montanari, 
Judge Pat Siracusa 
Overview:  An inside look at the workings of 
the Criminal Justice System.  
6. Histor ic St. Petersburg Bus Tour
Date:  SATURDAY To Be Announced
Location: AAA Building Lobby & Parking 
Lot - 800 2nd Avenue South
Time:  8:00 a.m. Ð 4:30 p.m.
Tour Guide:  Ray Arsenault, Author, 
Professor, University of South Florida.
Overview: Go from one end of the city to the 

other.  See areas you have never seen and 
learn things about our history you could not 
imagine.
7. Effective Communications
Mentor :  Sophia Gillin
Date: Monday, March 28, 2011
Location: St. Petersburg Community Church
4501 30th Ave. N.
Speakers: Steve Nichols, Channel 13, Sandra 

Gadsden, St. Petersburg Times Editor, Tom 

Killian, Jungle Terrace Neighborhood
Overview: This class will give neighborhood 
leaders "the scoopÓ on how to access and use 
the media, as well as via neighborhood 

newsletters.  
8. County Government

Mentor :  Monica Abbott
Date:  Monday, April 11, 2011
Location: Admiral Farragut Academy, 501 
Park Street North
Time:  5:30 -6:10 p.m. - Museum Tour/Color 
Guard,, 6:30 p.m.-  County Panel 
Speakers: Sheriff Jim Coats, Property 

Appraiser Pam Dubov, School Board Member 
Linda Lerner, Pinellas County Commissioner 

Kenneth Welch
Overview: Learn more about the county; meet 
and question county officials 
 


